
 

Scripted Debate: Who Was the More Effective King? 

Characters: 

• Sargon of Akkad 
• Lugalzagesi 

 

Opening Statements 

Lugalzagesi: 
I am Lugalzagesi, king of Uruk and unifier of Sumer. Before my rise, this land 
was divided into rival city-states, constantly at war. I brought them together under 
one rule, creating unity across southern Mesopotamia. My authority was 
recognized within the traditions of our people and supported by the gods. True 
effectiveness lies in uniting people and ruling in harmony with established 
systems. 

Sargon: 
I am Sargon of Akkad, founder of the first empire in history. While my opponent 
united Sumer, I went further—I created something entirely new. I built an empire 
that stretched far beyond Sumer, from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean. I 
did not just unite cities; I transformed the very idea of kingship and power. 

 

Main Arguments 

Lugalzagesi: 
I achieved what no one before me had done—I brought together the Sumerian 
city-states into a single political unit. My rule respected long-standing traditions, 
temples, and beliefs. People accepted my authority because it fit within their 
world. Stability comes not from force alone, but from legitimacy and continuity. 

Sargon: 
And yet, your unity did not last. I defeated you and expanded beyond anything 
you imagined. I created a centralized administration, appointed loyal governors, 
and maintained a standing army. I unified diverse peoples under one system and 
even promoted a common language. My empire became a model for future rulers. 

 



Rebuttals 

Lugalzagesi: 
You speak of conquest, but your empire depended heavily on military power. 
Without constant force, it struggled to hold together. My rule was rooted in 
tradition and religion, making it more naturally accepted. You built something 
vast—but was it truly stable? 

Sargon: 
Your achievements were limited in both scope and duration. You unified Sumer, 
but I unified regions far beyond it. Even if my empire faced challenges, it changed 
history. Without my innovations, later empires would not have existed. You may 
have prepared the ground—but I built the structure. 

 

Closing Statements 

Lugalzagesi: 
Effectiveness is not just about expansion. It is about uniting people in a way they 
understand and accept. I brought order to a divided land and ruled within the 
traditions of my culture. That is true leadership. 

Sargon: 
Effectiveness is measured by impact. I reshaped the political world, creating the 
first empire and introducing systems that influenced generations. I did not just 
rule—I changed history. 

 

Final Line (Optional Narrator or Teacher) 

Both rulers demonstrate different strengths: Lugalzagesi as a unifier within 
tradition, and Sargon of Akkad as an innovator and empire-builder. The more 
effective king depends on how we define success. 

 


